




The Bhutan Foundation serves the people of Bhutan in living and sharing the principle of 
Gross National Happiness. We cherish the values of the Bhutanese intention: measuring 
“happiness” as the highest attribute of all decision-making. We contribute to strategies of 
conservation of the environment, equitable and sustainable development, good governance, 
and preservation of culture in Bhutan. The Bhutan Foundation serves as the only American 
not-for-profit organization that is wholly focused on the benefit of the country and people of 
Bhutan, bridging understanding between our two countries and beyond.

Our  Mission





We are grateful for the generosity of so many friends, then and now, who have stayed 
connected to Bhutan as we march ever forward.  With your continued support, we will face 
the opportunities and challenges of the next 25 years together.

Her Majesty the Queen Mother of Bhutan
Ashi Tshering Pem Wangchuck
Co-Chair

Staying Connected... 		
It is with great pleasure that I write to you in celebration of the Bhutan 
Foundation’s 25th anniversary.  The Foundation started in 1986 as a means 
to benefit the people, environment, and culture of Bhutan.  In 2002, the 
Foundation was relaunched in order to address the needs of a changing Bhutan.  

The past 25 years have indeed seen change in Bhutan.  One of the most significant 
changes, of course, was Bhutan’s peaceful and deliberate transition toward 
democracy.  In 1998, His Majesty the Fourth King, Jigme Singye Wangchuck, 
dissolved the existing cabinet and delegated executive power to an elected 
Council of Ministers.  In 2005, a draft Constitution was unveiled, and Bhutan 
began the process of transitioning to a parliamentary democracy. His Majesty 
the Fourth King abdicated the throne in 2006, political parties were formed, 
and elections for the National Council and National Assembly were held in 2007 
and 2008.  In 2008, His Majesty Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck became 
the Fifth Dragon King and first constitutional monarch. Four years later, the 
whole nation joined in to celebrate his wedding to Gyaltsuen Jetsun Pema. 

Many other changes also left their mark over the past 25 years.  For example, 
our society has become electronically connected to the rest of the world, from 
our first television in 1999 to full Internet access today.  In 2011, the United 
Nations adopted the Resolution of Happiness, a step toward a holistic approach 
to development based on Bhutan’s development philosophy of Gross National 
Happiness.  Unfortunately, Bhutan has also seen first-hand the effects of climate 
change, and we have responded to several natural disasters, including a major 
earthquake, flooding caused by Cyclone Aila, and devastating fires that severely 
damaged the town of Jakar and destroyed the historic Wangduephodrang 
Dzong.

Of course, some aspects of Bhutanese life, thankfully, have not changed: our 
dzongs, our national dress and cultural arts, our breathtaking mountains 
and verdant valleys, our many species of rare wildlife.  Still, these uniquely 
Bhutanese qualities need our help in preserving them for future generations.

The Bhutan Foundation has always been mindful of the changes in Bhutan. 
In order to facilitate the transition to democracy, the Foundation responded 
by committing to strengthen civil society in Bhutan. Today, we are building 
capacity of our health care professionals, media, political parties, and educators 
and addressing challenges to our environment and culture. 



Sincerely, 

Hon. Frank G. Wisner			   Dr. Bruce W. Bunting
Co-Chair					    President

	 Then and Now: 1986-2012

His Majestry the Fifth King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck with Co-Chair, Hon. Frank G. Wisner and President, 
Dr. Bruce W. Bunting in Bumthang, Bhutan. 

When the Bhutan Foundation was established in 1986, its founders had no 
idea that, 25 years later, it would have nine professional staff in Thimphu 
and Washington, DC, working with over 40 partner organizations that have 
projects across all 20 districts in Bhutan. Much of this happened in just 
the last 10 years under the leadership of Her Majesty Ashi Tshering Pem 
Wangchuck, Co-Chair of the Bhutan Foundation. 

Today, we continue to advance the Foundation because we believe that 
the world can benefit from Bhutan’s unique approach to development--
an approach the Bhutanese people refer to as Gross National Happiness-- 
whereby economic development progresses in balance with preserving 
the country’s rich natural and cultural heritage while ensuring that all 
Bhutanese benefit from equal opportunity and good governance. We strive 
to build capacity, fill critical gaps, and foster partnership among Bhutanese 
and US institutions.

In these pages, you’ll learn more about Her Majesty and those founders as 
they reflect on their connections to Bhutan:  John and Henrietta Goelet, 
Lisina Hoch, and later, Lyonpo Om Pradhan, who helped reestablish the 
Foundation.  You’ll also read about projects in which your support is making 
an impact on the ground.  

The Bhutan Foundation is dedicated to serving the people of Bhutan as 
they pursue the principles of Gross National Happiness. With your support, 
health-care workers are being trained and equipped to save lives, children 
with special needs are succeeding in school, Bhutanese entrepreneurs are 
receiving opportunities and incentives to develop their own businesses, 
biologists are conducting research that will help protect snow leopards and 
takin (Bhutan’s national animal), journalists are keeping Bhutan’s citizens 
informed, historic structures and other national treasures are being restored, 
and much more.  

We can’t say it enough:  thank you.  Your generosity and commitment are 
essential to our work in sharing Bhutan with the world by supporting its 
pursuit of economic development in its own unique ways.  We hope you 
share our belief in Bhutan’s many lessons and continue to stay connected to 
Bhutan through the Bhutan Foundation.
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Our Founders
It was in the year 1948 when three young women had the good fortune to meet in 
London and start a friendship among three families that would last to this day.  At 
that time, they were known as Henrietta Fanner, of England; Lisina von Schulthess, 
of Switzerland; and Kesang Choeden Dorji, of Bhutan.  One of those young women 
would return to her home country, marry the Third King, and become Her Majesty 
Ashi Kesang Choeden Wangchuck.  In subsequent years, her friends came to visit, 
bringing first their husbands, then their children, and now their grandchildren to 
this remarkable Land of the Thunder Dragon--Druk Yul--the Kingdom of Bhutan.  

In the mid-1980s, it was decided that a foundation should be established in the 
United States to assist with Bhutan’s development.  With support from John 
and Henrietta Goelet and Frank and Lisina Hoch, the Bhutan Foundation was 
established on March 25, 1986.

“Bhutan is special because of the people--cheerful 
people. It is particularly special to me because of the 
long friendships that we have made from our many visits 
that now span four generations in my family.”

- Mrs. Lisina M. Hoch 
“The king’s father introduced Gross National Happiness 
to the world, but Bhutan has a lot of Gross National 
Wisdom to give us all.” 

- Mr. and Mrs. John Goelet8



Over the next decade and a half, the Foundation focused mostly on projects that 
developed Bhutan’s agriculture and provided opportunities for Bhutanese students to 
study abroad.  Then, in 2002, Her Majesty Ashi Tshering Pem Wangchuck decided the 
Bhutan Foundation should be doing much more to develop the relationship between 
Bhutan and the United States and to build capacity and fill the gaps created by rapid 
growth.  Lyonpo Om Pradhan, then Bhutan’s Ambassador to the United Nations, 
assisted Her Majesty in reestablishing the Foundation as a bridge between the United 
States and a growing interest in the Kingdom of Bhutan.  

Today, the foundation works in five core areas: conservation of the environment, 
preservation of culture, equitable development, good governance, and greater 
awareness and understanding of Bhutan in the United States and around the world.  
It has grown during these past 10 years and now serves the ever-changing needs of a 
newly democratic Bhutan.

Despite the fairy-tale quality to the friendship that started the Bhutan Foundation, 
the capacity gained and the needs filled over these 25 years are far-reaching and very 
real, indeed.

“The Bhutan Foundation has become a bridge between the United 
States and Bhutan. It has exceptional leadership and a distinguished 
board with deep concern and love for the Bhutanese people. I believe 
it has enormous prospects for the future.”    

- Hon. Om Pradhan

Our Founders

“The Bhutan Foundation has always been mindful of the changes in 
Bhutan and the need to build our own capacity to face the challenges 
of an ever-changing world.” 

- Her Majesty Ashi Tshering Pem Wangchuck 
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http://www.bhutancmd.org.bt
http://www.bhutannuns.org
http://www.bhutanyouth.org
http://animalsavingtrust.org
http://www.lhomon.bt
http://www.loden.org
http://www.readglobal.org/our-work/read-bhutan
http://www.renewbhutan.org
http://www.rspnbhutan.org
http://www.tarayanafoundation.org
http://kidufoundation.org
http://www.uwice.gov.bt
http://www.vast-bhutan.org
http://www.wwfbhutan.org


Our Institutional Partners
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Bhutan  Foundation Grants 
July 2011– June 2012
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CONSERVATION OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT
20,000 to 49,999 
Humane Society International, Department of Livestock
For the national dog population and rabies control program

Royal Manas National Park
Strengthening anti-poaching capacity

10,000 to 19,999
Ugyen Wangchuck Institute for Conservation and Environment
Study visit to Smithsonian Institution’s long-term forest 
monitoring plots

Bhutan Bike for Climate
Climate change program

5,000 to 9,999
Dr. Joel Berger
Bhutan takin ecology and conservation project

Ugyen Wangchuck Institute for Conservation and Environment
Bhutan Ecological Society environmental stewardship award

Ugyen Wangchuck Institute for Conservation and Environment
Bhutan takin ecology and conservation project

1,000 to 4,999
Nature, Recreation and Ecotourism Division
Climate change program

Rinzin Drukpa 
Climate change documentary: The Yak Herder’s Son

Below 1,000
Dakinny Productions
Climate change documentary: A Story of Hope

GOOD GOVERNANCE

50,000 to 99,999
Loden Foundation
Loden Entrpreneurship Program (LEP)

20,000 to 49,999
Bhutan Nuns Foundation
General support

Tarayana Foundation
General support

10,000 to 19,999
Bhutan Youth Development Fund
General support

Lhomon Society
Lhomon Education

5,000 to 9,999
RENEW
General support

Volunteer Artists’ Studio Thimphu (VAST)
General support 

Bhutan Multi-Media Arts Centre
Feasibility Study and Training

1,000 to 4,999
His Majesty’s Welfare Fund
Royal Wedding Scholarship in social work

Royal Protection for the Protection of Nature
General support

Below 1,000
Bhutan Center for Media and Democracy
General support

EQUITABLE AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
50,000 to 99,999
Bhutan Youth Development Fund
Enhancement of educational opportunities for children with 
special needs

Ministry of Health
Improving emergency medical services program

20,000 to 49,999
His Majesty’s Welfare Fund
Mobile clinic: ultrasound machine

10,000 to 19,999
Colorado College
Bhutan Scholarship

5,000 to 9,999
Health Volunteers Overseas
Bhutan EMS Physician HVO program

Perkins School for the Blind
Enhancement of educational opportunities for children with 
special needs

Royal Institute of Health Sciences
Bhutan RIHS Yale Public Health program

1,000 to 4,999
Early Learning Center
Young Ambassadors of Change

Royal Thimphu College
Bhutan Scholarship

Below 1,000
Sherubtse Social Welfare Fund
Community social welfare

PRESERVATION OF CULTURE
50,000 to 99,999
Ministry of Home and Culture
Renovation of Drametse Lhakhang

10,000 to 19,999
Bhutan Oral Literature Project
General support

Singye Dzong
Commissioning of Sculptures

1,000 to 4,999
Ministry of Home and Culture
Restoration of Wangduechhoeling PalaceBhutan Foundation Grants: 2011-201235
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www.bhutanfound.org/MakeAGift








www.bhutanfound.org



